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«“ But looks through Nature up to Nature’s God.”——Pope. 








LETTER VI. 
ON RELIGIOUS EVILS. 
BY SOAME JENYNS. 
[Concluded from page 252.) 


i NOW come to my last head of evils, which I call refi- 
zious; by which I mean all that madness, and folly, into 
which mankind have perpetually fallen under the name of 
religion; tegether with all these persecutions, massacres, 
and martyrdoms, which some have been induced to infliet, 
and others to suffer, from an enthusiastie zeal for those er- 
rors and absurdities: evils of the most enormous size, and 
which of all others are the most difficult to be aceeunted for, 
as their existence seems most inconsistent with infinite good 
ness, and mosteasily preventable by infinite power. For, 
though human nature could not be exempted from natural 
and moral evil (as has been shewn) even by ommipotence, 








yet, one would think, a far less degree of power might havé ij 
been sufficient to have defended it from religious; by impart- | 
ing to mankind, a true, rational, and explicit system of the 
ology and ethies; by which means all the absurdities of false 
religions, and all the calamities flowing from those absurdié 
ties, would have been effeetually prevented. Wonderful 
therefore must it appear, since the happiness of nien, through f 
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every part of their existence, so much depends on their reti- 
gion, that is, on their entertaining right notions of God and 
his attributes, of their duty to him, and their behaviour to 
each other; most wonderful, E say, and astonishing it must 
appear, that a wise and benevolent Creator should so far 
have deserted his creatures on this important occasion, as to 
have suffered them, through all generations, to have wander- 
ed amidst such perilous precipices in the dark; or if at any 
time he has vouchsafed them any supernatural light, that it 
should have been so faint and glimmering that it has rather 
served to terrify them with the gloomy prospect of their 
danger, than to enable them to avoid it. 

If we look back as far as history willearry us, we shall 
find ail ages and nations practising, under the name -of reli 
gion, such inhuman, obscene, stupid and execrable idolatries, 
that it would disgrace human nature but to enumerate them: 
we shall see the wisest men of the wisest countries consulting 
oracles of woodand stone, and confiding in the foolish super- 
stition of the flight of birds, the entrails of beasts, and the 
pecking of chickens; we shall see them butchering their inno- 
cent herds and flocks as an atonement for their vices, and sa- 
erificing their enemies, their slaves, their children, and some- 
times themselyes, te appease the wrath of their imaginary 
deities, of whose wership no eruelty was too horrid to be 
made apart; and by whose infamous examples no wicked- 
ness was too exeerable to be patronised.* At length chris- 


* @ur author goes perhaps too far, in saying, «“< That 
the wisest men of the wisest countries consulted oracles, ang 
confided in the flight.of birds,” &c. We presume that So- 
crates, Plato, and Marcus T. Cicero had no faith in the 
foolish superstitions of their time. It is however a serious 
fact, that men of understanding and learning, from sinister 
motives, have in all ages too generally given encouragement 
to superstition among the mass of the people. The wickedness 
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tianity appeared, which, if ever God condescended to reveat 
his will to man, undoubtedly makes the fairest pretensions to 
be that revelation: far from answering that tdea of perfection 
which we might expect from the divine interposition, it was 
but a sketch, whose out-lines indeed appear the werk of a 


and cruellies caused by fostering this destructive demon, is 
shocking to humanity. Those who are infected with its dele- 
terious influence, can see no impropriey in Abraham’s at- 
tempi to sacrifice his son Isaac, as related in the 22d chapter 


of Genesis; nor in the rash. vow of Jephthah to sacrifice the 
jirst person who came out of his house on his return from a’ 


predatory warfare against the Ammonites; upon condition 


that “the Lord should without fail deliver the children of: 
Ammon into his hands.’ This, as the story states, was done, 
and he accordingly offered up his only daughter for a burnt: 
offering unto the Lord. See the 14th chapter of Judges.’ 


There is nothing in the life and character of Jephthah to jus- 
tify the supposition of a divine inierference ia his favour. 
‘© He was the son of a harlot,” and having no legal claims to 
inherit any portion of his father’s estate, he fled from his 
brethren, and dwelt in the land of Tob: « and there were ga- 
thered vain men to Jephthah, and went: out with him.” 
There can be no doubt but this was a band of choice spirits, 
and that they went out to plunder. Jephthah like the rest of 
kis nation, considered every thing gained by warfare as the 
gift of God. For, to the messenger sent from the Ammonites, 
demanding a peaceable restoration of the lands they had been 
despoiled of by the Israelites, he said, « Wilt not thou possess 
that which Chemosh thy God giveth thee to possess? So whom- 
soever the Lord our God shall drive out from before us, them 
will we possess.” Judges, chapter xi. 

With regard to those devoted to the Lord, by the Jewish 
law there was no redemption. No man shall be redeemed but 
shall surely be put to death. Lev. 27. 28. 
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consummate, master, but filled up from time to time by une- 
qual and injudicious hands. It had many defects in its insii- 
tution, and was attended with many and great evils in its con- 
sequences; in its institution it wanted universality, authenti- 
city, * perspicuity, and policy, and in its consequences it was 

soon corrupted, and from that corruption productive of the 

most mischievous effects. lis great author designed i: not 
to be exempted from any of these imperfections. He revealed 
it only to a small andebseure corner of the world in parables 
and mysteries: He guarded not its original purity, which 
seems to have died with himself, by committing it to any 

written records, but left it in the hands of illiterate men, 
who, though they. were honest enough to die for it, were ne- 
ver wise.eneugh perfectly to understand it. Al! policy he 
disclaims in. express words, saying, My kingdom is not of 
this world; that is, I meddie not with the political affairs ef 
mankind; I teach men to despise the world, bat not te govern 

at. Nor did he expect. any betier consequences from its pro- 

gress than those which actually follewed: he was by no means 
ignorant of its. future corruption, and that, though his primi- 
tive institution breathed nothing but peace, and forbearance, 
good-will and benevolence: yet that in mixing with the poii- 
cies and interests of mankind, it would be productive of ty-_ 
ranny and oppression, of martyrdoms and massacres, of na- 


*% The want of perspicuity in this revelation needs surely 
2p other testimony, iham tiie. millions of writers, who for se- 
centeen centuries have laboured to demonstrate, harmenise, 
systemise, illustrate, and explain every one of its doctrines; 
and. the no less numberless, and various opinions, thal remain 
io this day. concerning them al: much indeed. of Uris obscurity 
‘has proce. jrom men's. endeavours, to make it what they 
fancied it should have. been, but for. which it was never in- 
tended: ihut is, a regular, clear, and.explicit bedy oy moral 
and political institutes 
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tional wars and family dissentions. Think not, says he, F 
come to send peace on earth, I ceme not to send peace but a 
sword: for Iam come to set a man al variance against his 
father, andthe duugiter against her mother, and the daughter- 
in-law against her mother-in-law. A Prophecy too fatally 
fulfilied! 

From what inserutable souree ean all these imperfeec- 
tions, and all these consequent evils, derive their cxistence? 
On what incomyrehensible plan must the wise disposer of all 
things proces, to suffer mea thus to bewilder themselves in 
the labyriaths of error, and from thenee to plunge into the 
gulps of wickedness and misery, when the least direction 
from his omnipotent band would lead them through the flow- 
ery paths of truth, to virtue and felicity? Strange! that he 
has not given them reason sufficient to perform this import- 
ant office! Stranger! that, if ever he eondescended to assist 
that reason, with his infinite wisdom, even the religion that 
results from that snpernatural assistanee should be stil] defi- 
cient in almost every one of the prineipal requisites neces- 
sary towards accomplishing the great and beneficent ends ji 
was designed for! that it should want universality to ~ender 
it impartial, auihenticity te make it demonstrable, perspicu- 
ity to make it intelligible, and policy to make it useful to 
mankind: that it should immediately have been corrupted, 
and from. that corruption been productive of all the misery 
and wickedness it seemed caleulated'to prevent. But on ex- 
amination we sliall find, that these evils, like all those of 
which we have before treated, owe their existence to no de- 
fect of goodness or power in Ged, but to the imperfection of 
man and their own necessity: that is, te the impracticability 
of giving a perfect religion to an imperfect creature. 

Were God to reveal a religion te mankind, though the re- 
vealer was divine, the religion must be human, or it could be 
ofno use to these for whose sake it was revealed: and there- 
fore, like them, it must be liable te numberless imperfec- 
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tions, amongst which all those deficiencies before-mentioned, 
are absolutely unavoidable, and impossible to be prevented 
by any power whatever: these are the want of universality, 
authenticity, perspicuity and policy; its certain corruption, 
with all that inundation of wickedness aid misery which must 
flow from that corruption. Great and numerous evils! from 
which it is not difficult to shew, that no revelation communi- 
cated to man can be exempted by an omnipotent revealer. 

First then, it must want universality: that is, however 
conducive it may be to the virtue and happiness of mankind 
in general, it cannot be alike communicated to all men in all 
ages and all nations of the world; because, from the nature 
of things, it must have a beginning and a progression: it 
must at first be revealed at some time, and in some place; 
and whenever and whereever that is, there must have been 
times and places in which it was not revealed; and therefore 
it is impossible it can be universal; and this not proceeding 
from any impotence or partiality in the revealer; but from. 
the modes of existence of all human affairs. 

It must likewise want authenticity; that is, though its 
divine authority may be more or less credible according to 
the circumstances of the evidence, yet it can never be capa- 
ble of a direct or demonstrative proof; because God must 
communicate this revelation to mankind either by a general 
or a particular inspiration; that is, either by inspiring all 
men, or by inspiring a few to teach it to others: the first of 
these methods, or a universal inspiration, is impossible in na- 
ture, and absurd even in imagination, and would be the total 
alteration of human nature: the other must ever be liable 
to infinite uncertainty, because though a man may possibly 
isnow when he himself is inspired, (though that, I think, may 
be very well questioned) yet, that he should ever produce in- 
dubitable credentials of a divine commission to others, who 
are uninspired, seems utterly impracticable, there being no 
marks by which the fact can be ascertained, nor any facul- 
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ties in the human mind which are able to distinguish it: the 
excellence of the revelation he teaches, its beneficent ends, 
and the miracles he may work in its confirmation, may alto- 
gether render it more or less probable, but can never amount 
to a certain proof, because we know so little of the ends and 
consequences of things, and so much less of the nature of 
miracles: we understand indeed nothing about them, but 
that we ourselves are unable to perform them; but what be- 
ings of superior orders may be able to do we cannot tell; nor 
yet what power, inclination or permission such beings may 
have to deceive us. If it is impossible therefore we can be 
certain of the divine authority of a revelation, even by a per- 
sonal communication with its first author, much less can we 
be assured of it through the fallacious mediums of tradition 
or history; for whoever observes the propensity men have to 
impose upon themselves and others, how difficult it is to 
come at a true representation of the commonest fact, even 
at the distance ofa few miles or a few years, will be easily 
eonvineed, that all human tradition can be nothing more 
than a complication of designed fraud and inevitable error; 
a glass which misrepresents all objects by magnifying or di- 
minishing them, just as it is placed by the hand of knavery 
for the inspection of folly and credulity. History indeed 
carries with it a greater authority, but must ever be liable 
to infinite imperfections: we can never be certain that the 
writers of it, being men, were not imposed upon themselves, 
or did not intend to impose on others; and therefore its origi- 
nal evidence cannot be conclusive, and must grow daily 
weaker in proportion to its antiquity: it must necessarily be 
subject to all uncertainties proceeding from the variation of 
languages and customs, ignorant transcribers, false transla- 
tions, interpelations and forgeries; and as the histories of 
religions are more connected with men’s interests than those 
of other oceurrences, so they must be ever more subject to 


these frauds and impositions; ‘forthe same reason that a 
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bank-note is more likely to be counterfeited than & yews- 
paper. Itis therefore impossibie that history can afferd us 
any certain proof of a supernatural and miraculous dispensa- 
tion, because a fact, uclikely to be true, can never be de- 
movstrated by « relation not impossible to be false. fit be 
said, that God may inspire the writers of such important 
records with infallibility; IT answer, the proof that he has so 
inspired them will be attended with no less difficulty than 
the proof of that divine authority which is to be established 
by it; and it must ever be absurd to prove the truth of a re- 
velation by the nfallibility of its records, and the infallibility 


#i,, 


of its records from the truth ef the revelation. It is plain 


therefore, that though infinite goodness may reveal a reli- 


gion to so impertect a creature as man, yet infinite power 
eannot, by reason of that imperfection, give to that revela- 
tion such a degree of authenticity, that is, sueh a denionstra- 
ble proof of its divine authority, as some men unreasonably 
expect, and ethers as ridiculously bestow upon it. 

It mest want perspicuity: that is, it must be much more 
ebscure both in its speculative and practical doctrines, than 
might be expected from the interposition of infinite wisdom, 
truth and benevolence. In its speculative doctrines, obseu- 
rity must be unavoidable, because they must treat of subjects 
above the reach of our comprehensions: which neither eye 
has seen, nor ear heard, nor has entered into the heart of 
man to conceive; and therefore no power can impart to us 
clear and explicit ideas of such things without first bestowing 
on us new faculties and new senses; that is, without the total 
alteration of our natures. But what is most of all extraor- 
dinary.is, that it must be likewise to a certain degree eb3 
secure in its practical and moral precepts; and this from 2 
reason not the less vaiid for having never before been insisted 
on; which is, from the necessity of moral evil: that is, sinee 
God, as has been shewn, was obliged by necessity to admit 
moral evil into the creation, he must probably be obliged, 
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by. the same necessity, to suffer it in some degree to con- 

tinue; and therefore cannot inforce the universal practice of 
virtue by lawsso explicit, by threats and promises so glaring, 

and by commands so incontestably of divine authority, as 

can adinit of ne doubt; for these would be so absolutely irre- 

sistible as at onee to eradicate all human vice, which has al- 
ready been proved to have beeu admitted only from the im- 
possibility of its exclusion without the introduction of greater 
evils, or the loss of superier good. Ifomnipotence could not 
prevent the existence of moral evil by the original formation 
of man, totally to extirpate it by revelation, would be to coun- 
teract his own wise, though incomprehensible designs; and 
therefore adivine revelation can never be a regular body of 
practical institutes, elear and perspicuous, free from all 
doubts and altereations, inforeed by perpetual miracles, by 
visible and immediate rewards and punishments. 

It must also want policy; that is, it ean never prescribe 
political rules by which mankind can be conducted in the go- 
vernment of nations, or their pretended rights of war and 
peace, because all these affairs being incapable (as has been 
shewn) of being carried on by any other means than those of 
violence, fraud, and corruption; a divine revelation cannot 
possibly give any directions about them; because all such 
must be necessarily inconsistent either with virtue or with 
practicability.* 

Ifa divine revelation can give no laws for the manage- 
ment of civil government, much less can it institute any new 
policies peculiar to itself, under the names of spiritual or ec- 
elesiastical; all which must necessarily be administered, if 
administered by man, by the same unjustifiable methods as 
others, with this additional inconvenience, that they could 
never be justly resisted. God cannot therefore, I apprehend, 
delegate spiritual power to man, without patronizing all that 

| 


* That is, according to our author's plan of government, 


“chich ts adapted to the monarchical system. 
37 
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violence, corruption, and iniquity, which must result from 
it, and without which no power in the hands of men can be 
exercised over men. 

But most ef all impossible it must be that a divine and 
human government should subsist together in the same soci- 
ety, for they must immediately clash: and whenever that 
happens, the least spark of divine authority, ifreally divine, 
must infallibly consume all human power, and destroy all 
civil government whatever. 

Lastly, it must very soon be corrupted, and from that ecor- 
ruption be productive of the most mischievous effects. 

For instance, when a divine revelation is first communi- 
cated to mankind, it must be received (if received at all) be- 
ause its precepts are approved, and its authority believed: 
and all those nations who thus appreve the one, and believe 
the other, must esteem it both their interest and their duty 
to encourage and support it. This they can effect by no 
other means than by granting peculiar privileges to all who 
profess it, by forming from it their national religion, and 
public worship, and by maintaining an order of men to 
preach that religion, and minister that worship to the peo- 
ple; all which amounts to a national establishment. Now 
the moment any religion becomes national, or established, 
its purity must certainly be lost, because it is then impossi- 
ble 19 keep it uneonnected with men’s interests; and if con- 
pected, it must inevitably be perverted by them. Whenever 
temporal advantages are annexed to any religious profession, 
they will be sure te call in all those who have no religion at 
all: knaves will embrace it for the sake of interest, fools 
will follow them for the sake of fashion; and when once it is 
in such hands, omnipotence itselfcan never preserve its pu. 
rity. That very order of men, who are maintained to sup- 


port its interests, will sacrifice them to their own; and be- 


ing in the sole possession of all its promises, and all its ter- 
rers,and having the tenderness of childhood, the weakness 
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of age, and the ignorance of the vulgar to work upon; I say, 
these men, vested with all these powers, yet being but men, 
will not fail to convert all the mighty influence they must de-, 
rive from them to the selfish ends of their own avarice and 
ambition, and consequently to the tetal destruction of its ori- 
ginal purity: from it they will lay claim to powers which it 
never designed tiem, and to possessions to which they have 
no right; to make good these false pretensions, false histo- 
ries will be forged, and fabulous traditions invented; ground- 
less terrors will be flung out to operate on superstition and 
timidity; creeds and articles will be contrived to confound 
all reason, and tests imposed to sift out all who have honesty 
or courage enough to resist these unwarrantable eucroach- 
ments. Devotion will be turned into farce and pageantry, to 
captivate men’s eyes, that their pockets may with more fa- 
eility be invaded: they will convert picty into superstition, 
zeal into rancour, and this religion, notwithstanding all its 
divinity, into diabelical malevolence. By degrees knaves will. 
join them, fools believe them, and cowards be afraid of thems; 
and having gained so considerable a part of the world to 
their interests, they will erect an independent dominion 
among themselves, dangerous to the liberties of mankind, 
and representing all those who oppose their tyranny as 
God’s enemies, teach it to be meritorious in his sight to per- 
secute them inthis world, and damn them in another. Hence 
must arise hierarchies, inquisitions, and popery; for popery 
is but the consummation of that tyranny which every religi- 
ous system in the hands of men is in perpetual pursuit of, 
and whose principles they are all ready to adopt whenever 
they are fortunate enough te meet with its success. 

Thus, sir, if i mistake not, EF have sufficiently, though 
concisely, answered that most abstruse and important ques- 
tion, Whence came evil? and proved, that all the evils we 
feel, and all which we see around us, derogate not in the 
igast from the wisdom, power, or goodness of our creators 
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but proceed entirely from that subordination which is so 
necessary to the happiness, and even to the existence of the 
great and incomprehensible whole. I have shewn that all 
subordination must imply imperfection in some beings or 
other; and that all imperfection must consist in the absence 
of comparative good, or the admission of positive evil. I 
have shewn that most of the evils we usually complain of 
are of the first kind; the want only of those perfections we 
see others enjoy, or imagine infinite power might have be- 
stowed upon ourselves; which are therefore in fact no evils 
at all; that those of the latter sort, or positive evils. are 
such as from the nature of things must intrude themselves 
into all creation, and therefore that omnipotence can do no 
more than make choice of that system which admits the 
fewest; being obliged by the imperfection of all created be- 
ings, the untractableness of matier, and some incomiprehen- 
sible connection between good and evil, happiness and misery, 
to admit both, or to give existence to neither. I have like- 
wise shewn that moralevil may have its necessity and utility, 
as well as natural; at least, that if natural evils are neces- 
sary, moral ones are expedient; that though the essence of 
all moral evil consists in the production of natural, yet it 
may have some collateral tendency to good; and that the 
wicked, whilst they are justly punished for the miseries 
which they occasion, may probably, by that very guilt and 
punishment, some way remotely contribute to universal 
happiness. I bave shewn that if natural and moral evils 
eould net be prevented, the existence of political and reli- 
gious evils must of course be unavoidable, they being but 
he certain consequences of the other: that all human govern- 
ment must be in the highest degree imperfect, and big with 
all manner of eyuls, being the dominion ef ignorant and 
wicked creatures over each other: that no power whatever 
can give a perfect religion to so imperfect a ereature as 
man; that, was he capable cf once receiyirg a perfect relis 
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gion, it is not possible he could long retain it: becanse, if it 
could be kept entirely separate from his worldly interests, it 
would soen be neglected, and perish in oblivion; and, if it 
was not, such acennection would quickly corrupt its purity, 
and destroy its essence, so that national establishments 
would be necessary for its support, and yet infallibly produe- 
tive of its destruction. That all these evils proceed not 
from wrong dispositions or accidental causes, but singly and 
solely from the imperfection of man; and yet that in the 
gradation from infinite perfection to absolute nothing, there 
must be one rank occupied by such a creature as man, with 
all his imperfections about him; that these imperfections 
must be annexed to his situation, and adhere to every thing 
that relates to him, to his happiness, to his morals, to his 
vrovernment, and to his religion: that, in like manner, all 
other created beings must have evils and imperfections pecu- 
liar to their stations and proportioned to their inferiority; 
notwithstanding all which, there is as much good, and as 
little evil in the universal system, as the nature of creation 
will admit of; and that therefore it is a work equal to what 


we might expect from the operations of infinite benevolence 
joined with infinite power. 


End of the ingniry into the nature and origin of evil. 


REMARKS. 


We have little to add to the observations already made 
on the foregoing work. We see much in it to admire, and 
very little which in our humble opinien, is deserving of cen- 
sure. What we most disapprebate are sentiments, which 
though congenial with arbitary governments, are in opposi- 
tion to the genius of our political institutions, and the spirit 
othiberty. In monarchies, it is no doubt for the interest and 
safety of the government to debase the minds of the general 
mass of the people through ignorance, in order to render 
them fit instrumeats of tyranny; whereas in republics a ge- 
neral diffusion of knowledge is perhaps the only safeguard 
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for the stability and existence of the government. We have 
lately perused a review of this work by the celebrated Dr. 
Johnson. It was to be expected that the free and liberal 
manner in which Mr. Jenyns has written upon subjects, 
that priesteraft had represented as awful and sacred, and up- 
on which it had established certain orthodox opinions, con- 
trary to which it was profane to think, would meet with cen- 
sure from so bigotted and severe acritic. ‘The Doctor how- 
ever was constrained to give due praise to our author’s stile, 
as well as to many of his sentiments. Among those that he 
condemns, is one in the letter on the evils of imperfection, 
page 84, in which we fully concur; and being persuaded that 
our readers will also approbate the criticism, we insert it 
for their perusal. 

The passage is as follows: ‘Ignorance or the want of 
knowledge and literature, the appointed lot of all born to po- 
verty, and the drudgeries of life, is the only opiate capable 
of infusing that insensibility which ean enable them to en- 
dure the miseries of the one, and the fatigues of the other. 
It is a cordial administered by the gracious hand of Provi- 
dence; of which they ought not to be deprived by: an ill- 
judged and improper education. It is the basis of all subor- 
dination, the support of society, and the privilege of indivi- 
duals.” 

DOCTOR JOHNSON’S REMARKS. 

ss Whatever knowledge is superfluous, in irremediable po- 
verty, is hurtful, but the difficulty is to determine when po- 
verty is irremediable, and at what point superfluity begins. 
Gross ignorance every man has found equally dangerous 
with perverted knowledge. Men left wholly to their appe- 
tites and their instinets, with little sense of moral or religi- 
ous obligation, and with very faint distinctions of right and 
wrong, can never be safely employed or confidently trusted: 
they can be honest only by obstinacy, and diligent enly by 

eompulsion or caprice. Some instruction, therefore, is ne- 


cessary, and much perhaps may be dangerous. 
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Though it should be granted that those who are born to 
poverty and drudgery should not be deprived by an improper 
education of the opiate of ignorance, even this concession 
will not be of much use to direct our practice, unless it be 
determined who are those that are born to poverty. To en- 
tail irreversible poverty upon generation after generation, 
only because the ancestor happened to be poor, is in itself 
eruel, if not unjust, and is wholly contrary to the maxims of 
2 commercial nation, which always suppose and promote a 
rotation of property, and offer every individual a ehance of 
mending his condition by his diligence. ‘Those whe commu- 
nicate literature to the son of a poor man, consider him as 
one not born to poverty, but to the necessity of deriving a 
better fortune from himself. In this attempt as in others, 
many fail, and many succeed. Those that fail will feel their 
misery more acutely; but since poverty is now confessed to 
be such a calamity as cannot be borne without the opiate of 
insensibility, I hope the happiness of those whom education 
enables to escape from it, may turn the balance against that 
exacerbation which the others suffer. 

fam always afraid of determining on the side of envy or 
eruelty. The privileges of education may sometimes be im- 
properly bestowed, but I shall always fear to with-hold them, 
lest I should be yielding to the suggestions of pride, while I 
persuade myself that I am following the maxims of policy; 
and under the appearance of salutary restraints, should be in- 
dulging the lust of dominion, and that malevolence which 
delights in seeing others depressed.” 
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MORALITY OF MAHOMETANISM. 
(Concluded from page 263.) 
WHOREDOM AND ADULTERY. 


Il* any of your women be guilty of whoredom, produce 
four witnesses from among you against them, and if they 
bear witness against them, imprison them in separate apart- 
ments until death release them, or God affordeth them a 
way to escape. Chap. iv. vol. 1. p. 95. 

As to those who accuse women of reputation of whore- 
dom, and produce not four witnesses of the fact, scourge 
them with fourscore stripes, and reeeive not their testimony 
for ever; for such are infamous prevaricators: excepting 
those who shall afterwards repent, and amend: for unto such 
will Ged be gracious and merciful. ‘They who shall accuse 
their wives of adultery, and shall have no witnesses thereof 
beside themselves, the testimony which shall be required of 
one of them shall be, that he swear four times by Ged, that 
he speaketh the truth: and the fifth time that he imprecate 
the curse of Ged on him, if he be a liar. And it shall avert 
the punishment from the wife, ifshe swear four times by 
God that he is a liar; and ifthe fifth time she impreeate 
the wrath of God on her, if he speaketh the truth.* 
Chap. xxiv, vol. ii. p. 188. 


* In case both swear, the man’s oath discharges him fron 
the imputation and penatiy of slander; and the woman’s oath 


Jrees her from the imputation and penalty of adultery: but 


though the woman do swear to her innocence, yet the marriage 
is actually void, or ought to be declared void by the judge; be- 
cause it is no! fit they should continue together after they 
hace come to these exiremities, Jallalo ’ddin.’ 
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REMARKS. 


In Sale’s preliminary discourse, we find the following 
observations : 

«There being some passages in the Koran which are con 
tradictory. the mohammedan doctors obviate any difficulty 
from thenee, by the doctrine of abrogation: for they say, that 
God in the Koran commanded several things which were 
for good reason afterwards revoked and abrogated. 

Passages abrogated are distinguished into three kinds? 
the first, where the letter and sense are both abrogated; the 
second, where the letter only is abrogated, but the sense re- 
mains; and the third, where the sense is abrogated, though 
the letter remains. 

Of the second kind is a verse called the verse of stoning, 
which according to the tradition of Omar afterward Khalif, 
was extant while Mohammed was living, though it be not now 
tobe found. The words are these: «* Abhor not your parents, 
for this would be ingratitude in you. If a man and woman 
of reputation commit adultery, ye shall stone them both; it is 
a punishment ordained by God; for God is mighty and wise.”’ 


Prelim. Dise. § iii. p. 87. 


[By the laws of Moses the crime of adultery was also 
punished by stoning the guilty to death. Christians, although 
they profess to believe in the divine authority of the law, 
pretend that it was abrogated at the coming of Christ, not- 
withstanding he himself expressly said that he ‘came not to 
destroy the law, but to fulfil it.” How the orthodox solve 
this difficulty, we know not.* We must, however, observe 


* Jesus Christ however, on a case of the above nature’s 
being submitted to him, as on many other occasidns, had re- 
course to finesse, in order to avoid the persecution of the Jews, 
He said to thosezlhe accused a woman in the temple, ** He that 

33 
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that there appears to us a vast disproportion between this 


crime and its punishment. To say, that the infliction of 
such a punishment, though improper now, was just, at the 
time it is said to have been commanded, is an insult to com. 
mon sense; because, in the eye of reason, that which was mo- 
rally wrong in One age or nation, must remain so forever; 
and although cireumstances may vary the degrees of turpi- 
tude attached to the breach of a moral obligation, yet it can 
by no means be said, that the act alluded to could with pro- 
priety be considered more criminal among a semi-barbarous 
people, than among a natien ina state of civilization. Why 
Jaws emanating from a just and merciful God, should be 
more cruel and vindictive than those formed by man, seems 
to us an inexplicable paradox. In our opinion there are 
many passages in what is called holy wril, that bear no in- 
ternal evidenee of divinity, and ought long since to have 
been expunged. ‘The lightof science and knowledge has dis- 
sipated the clouds of ignorance and superstition, which enve- 
joped the human mind at the time of their first publication. 
The childish story of the witch of Endor, and the text, 
which says, “ Ye shall not suifer a witch to live,” have 
eaused the cruel torture and death of thousands of innocent 
women. The malediction of Noah against the posterity of 
his son Ham, for a trifling fault in him, and the fable of the 
murder of Abel by Cain, which, as the story relates, drew 


is without sin among you, let him first cast a stone at her— 
And they which heard it, being convicted by their own con- 
science, went out one by one, beginning at the eldest, even 
unto thelast.’? John vii, 4. 

It may be considered somewhat remarkable, that people 
should thus unnecessarily convict themselves; but it is immate- 
vial whethér the above be a parable, or a literal fact. It ne 
doubt points out the course which justice would require to be 
taken in such a case. 
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down the curse of the Almighty upon the latter and his pos- 
terity, are quoted in justification of the most savage barbari- 
tics committed upon the people of Africa. 


«Ok! cursed hunger of pernicious gold, 
What bands of faith can impious luere hold ?” 


fnnecent nonsense, intermixed with sound principles of 
ethies in religion, with a view to adapt it to the taste of the 
mass of mankind, may be pardonable; but when dogmas in di- 
rect opposition to the fundamental principles of moral virtue, 
are inculeated. as divine, there is just cause of complaint; 
and we seriously advise our doctors of divinity, after the ex- 
ample of the Mahometan doctors, without delay, to revise 
both the former and latter will, as recorded in the scriptures 
of the old and new Testaments. | 


WOMEN. 


O men, fear your Lord, who hath created you out of one. 
man, and out of him. ereated his wife, and from them twe 
hath multiplied many men and women: and fear Ged by 
whom ye beseech one another; and respect women who have 
borne you, for God is watching over you. Chap. iv. vol. i. p. 92. 

The honest women are obedient, careful in the absence 
of theiv husbands, for that God preserveth them, by com- 
mitting them to the care and protection of the men. But 
those whose perverseness ye shall be apprehensive of, re- 
buke; and remove them into separate apartments, and chas- 
tise them. But if they shall be obedient unto you, seek not 
anoecasion of quarrel against them; for God is high and 
great. And if ye fear a breach between the husband and 
wife, senda judge out of his family, and’a judge out of her 
family: if they shall desire a reconeiliation, God will cause 
them to agree; for God is knowing and wise. Chap. iv. 
vol. i. p. 104, 
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tf a woman fear ill usage or aversion from her husband, 
it shall be no crime in them if they agree the matter ami- 
eably between themselves; for a reconciliation is better than 
a separation. Men’s souls are naturally inclined to covetous- 
ness; but if ye be kind towards women, and fear to wrong 
them, God is well acquainted with what ye do. Ye can by 
no means carry yourselves equally between women in all 
respects, although ye study to do it; therefore turn not from 
a wife with all manner of aversion, nor leave her like one in 
suspense: if ye agree and fear to abuse your wives, God is 
gracious and merciful; but if they separate, God will satisfy 
them both of his abundance; for God is extensive and wise, 
and unto God belongeth whatsoever is in heaven and on 
earth. Chap. iv. vol. i. p. 119. 

O true believers, when believing women come unto you 
as refugees, try them: God well knoweth their faith. And if 
ye know them to be true believers, send them not back to 
the infidels: they are not lawful for the unbelievers to have 
in marriage, neither are the unbelievers lawful for them. 
But give their unbelieving husbands what they shall have ex- 


pended for their dowers. Nor shall it be any crime in you 


if ye marry them, provided ye give them their dowries. And 
retain not the patronage of the unbelicving women: but de- 
mand back that which ye have expended for the dowry of 
such of your wives as go over to the unbelievers; and let them 
demand back that which they have expended for the dowry 
of those who come over to you.: This is the judgment of 
God which he establisheth among you: and God is knowing 
and wise. Ifany of your wives escape from you to the unbe- 
lievers, and ye have your turn by the coming over of any of 
the unbelievers wives to you; give to those believers whose 
wives shail have gone away, out of the dowries of the latter, 
so much as they shall have expended for the dowries of the 
former: and fear God in whom ye believe. O prophet, when 
believing women come unto thee and plight their faith unto 
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thee, that they will not associate any thing with God, nor. 
steal, nor commit fornication, nor kill their children, nor 
come with acalumny which they have forged between their 
hands and their feet, nor be disobedient to thee in that which 
shall be reasonable: then do thou plight thy faith unto them, 
and ask pardon for them of God: for God is inclined to for- 
give, and is merciful: O true believers enter not into friend- 
ship with a people against whom God is incensed: they des- 
pair of the life to come, as the infidels despair of the resur- 
rection of those who dweli in the graves. Chap. lx. vol. ik 


Soo 


p- LGD 


GENERAL PRECEPTS. 


They will ask thee concerning wine and lots: answer, 
in both there is great sin, and also some things of use unto 
men: but their sinfulness is greater than their use. ‘They 
willask thee also what they shall bestow in alms: answer, 
what ye haye to spare. ‘Thus God sheweth his signs unto 
you, that peradyenture ye might seriously think of this pre- 
sent world, and of the next. Chap. ii. vel. i. p. 59. 

GO true believers, devour not usury, doubling it twofold; 
but fear God, that ye may prosper: and fear the fire which is 
prepared for the unbelievers; and obey Ged and his apéstle, 
that ye may obtain mercy. And run with emulation to eb- 
tain remission from your Lord, and paradise, whose breadth 
equalleth the heavens and the earth, which is prepared fer 
the godly; who give alms in prosperity and adversity; who 
bridle their anger, and forgive men: for Ged loveth the bene- 
ficent. And who after they have committed a crime, or 
dealt unjustly with their own souls, remember God, and ask 
pardon for their sins, (for who forgiveth sins exeept Ged?) 
and persevere not in what they have done knowingly: their 
reward shall be pardon from their Lord, and gardens where. 
in rivers flow, they shall remain therein forever: and how 
excellentis the reward of those whe labour! There haye al- 
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ready been before you examples of punishment of infidelsy. 
therefore go through the earth and behold what hath been 
the end of those who accuse God’s apostles of imposture. 
Chap. iii. vol. i. p. 79. 

Say, come; I will rehearse that which your Lord hath for- 
bidden you; that is to say, that ye be not guilty of idolatry, 
and that ye shew kindness to your parents, and that ye mur- 
der not your children, for fear lest ye be reduced to poverty: 
we will provide for you and them; and draw not near unto 
heinous crimes, neither openly, nor in seeret. ‘This hath he 
enjoined you that ye may understand. And meddle not with 
the substance of the orphan, otherwise than for the improvy- 
ing thereof, until he attain his age of strength; and use a full 
measure, anda just balance. We will not impose a task on 
any soul, beyond its ability. And when ye pronounce judg- 
ment observe justice, although it be for or against one who 
is near of kin; and fulfil the covenant of God. Chap. vy. 
vol, i. p. 185. 

Give unto him who is of kin to yon, his due, and also un- 
io the poor, and the traveller. And waste not thy substance 
profusely: for the profuse are brethren of the devils: and the 
devil was ungrateful unto his Lord. But if theu turn from 
them, in expectation of the mercy which thou hopest from 
thy Lord; at least speak kindly unto them. And let not thy 
hand be tied up to thy neck; neither openit with an unbound- 
ed expansion, lest thou become worthy of reprehension, and 
be reduced to poverty. Verily thy Lord will enlarge the store 
ef whom he pleaseth, and will be sparing unto whom he 
pleaseth; for he knoweth and regardeth his servants. Draw 
not near unto fornication; for it is wickedness, and an evil 
way. Neither slay the soul which God hath forbidden you 
to slay, unless for a just cause; and whosoever shall be slain 
unjustly, we have given his heir pewer to demand satisfac- 
tion; but let them not exceed the hounds of moderation, in 
putting to death the murdever in too crucl a manner, or by 
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revenging his friend’s blood on any other than the person who 
killed him; since he-is assisted by this law. And meddle not 
with the substance of the orphan, unless it be to improve it, 
until he attain his age of strength: and perform your coven- 
ant, for the performance of your covenant shall be enquired 
into hereafter. And give full measure when you measure 
ought; and weigh with a just balance. ‘This will be better 
and more easy for determining every man’s due. And fol- 
low not that whereof thou hast no knowledge; for the hear- 
ing, and the sight, and the heart, every of these shall be ex- 
amined at the last day. Walk not proudly in the land, for 
thou canst not cleave the earth, neither shalt thou equal the 
mountains in stature. All this is evil and abominable in the 
sight of thy Lord. These precepts are a part of the wisdom 
which thy Lord hath revealed unto thee. Chap. xvuil. vol. ti. 
p. 99. 

Now are the true believers happy; who humble them- 
selves in their prayer, and who eschew all vain discourse, and 
who are doers of alms deeds; and who acquit themselves faith- 
fully of their trust, and justly perform their covenant; and 
who observe their appointed times of prayer. These shall 
be the heirs who shall inherit paradise, they shall continue 
therein for ever. Chap. xxiii. vol. ii. p. 178. . 

Give unto him who is of kin to thee his reasonable due; 
and also to the poor, and the stranger: this is better for those 
who seek the face of God; and they shall prosper. Whatever 
ye shall give in usury, to be an increase of men’s substance, 
shall not be inereased by the blessing of God; but whatever 
ye shall give in alms for God’s sake, they shail receive a two-. 
fold reward. Chap. xxx. vol. ii. p. 258. 

Whatever things are given you, they are the provision of 
this present life: but the reward whichis with God is better, 
and more durable, for those who believe and put their trust 
in their Lord, and who avoid heinous and filthy crimes, and 
when they are angry, forgive; and whe hearken unto their 
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Lord, and are constant at prayer, and whose affairs are di- 
rected by consultation anrong themselves, and who give alms 
out of what we have bestowed on them; and who, when an in- 
jury is done them, avenge themselves, (and the retaliation 
of evil ought to be an evil proportionate thereto:) but he 
who forgiveth, and is reconciled unto his enemy, shall receive 
his reward from God; for he loveth not the unjust doers. 
And whosoever shall avenge himself after he hath been in- 
jured; as to these, it is not lawful to punish them for it: but it 
is only lawful to punish these who wrong men, and act inso- 
lently in the earth against justice; these shall suffer a grievy- 
ous punishment. And whosoever beareth injuries patiently, 
and forgiveth, verily this is a necessary work. And thou 
shalt see the ungodly, who shall say, when they behold the 
punishment prepared for them, is there no way to return 
back into the world? And'thou shalt see them exposed unto 
hell fire; dejected because of the ignomy they shall undergo; 
they shali iook at the fire sideways, and by stealth: and the 
true believers shall say, verily the losers are they who have 
lost their own souls, and their families, on the day of resur- 
rection: shall not the ungodly continue in eternal torment? 
They shall have no protectors to defend them against God: 
Hearken unto your Lord, before the day come which God 
will not keep back; ye shall have no refuge on that day, nei- 
ther shall ve be able to deny your sins. Butif those to whom 
thou preachest, turn aside from thy admonitions, verily we 
have not sent thee to be a guardian over them: thy duty is 
preaching only. It is not fit for man that God should speak 
unto him otherwise than by private revelation, or from be- 
hind a viel, or by his sending of a messenger to reveal, by 
his permission, that which he pleaseth; for he is high and 
wise. Chap. xlii. vol. ii. p. 354. 

Verily man is created extremely impatient: when evil 
toucheth him, he is full of complaint; but when good befal- 
leth him, he becometh niggardly: except those who are de- 
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voutly given, and who persevere in their prayers; and those 
of whose substance a due and certain portion is ready to be 
given unto him who asketh, and him who is forbidden by 
shame to ask: and those who sincerely believe the day of 
judgment, and who dread the punishment of their Lord: (for 
there is none secure frem the punishment of their Lord) and 
who abstain from the carnal knowledge of women other than 
their wives, or the slaves which their right hands possess; 
(for as to them they shall be blameless; but whoever covet- 
eth any woman beside these, they are transgressors) and 
those who faithfully keep what they are entrusted with, and 
their covenant; and who are upright in their testimonies, and 
who earefully observe the requi:ite rites in their prayers: 
these shall dwell amidst gardens highly honoured. Chap. lxx. 
vol. ii. p. 459. 








MANDATUM 


Of the Arch Bishop and Bishops of the Roman Catholie 
Church in the United States. 


We record the following extraordinary expose and man- 
date of the Catholic bishops of this country, as a solemn 
warning to the citizens of the United States, against all 
church establishments whatever, and particularly against 
that of the Roman Catholic, the machinery and machina- 
tions of which are sv well calculated to darken the understand- 
ings of men, and whose chiefs have scrupled at no means for 
the attainment of power and dominion from the days of their 
reputed predecessor Peter, to the present time, who set thenz 
a memorable example in the affair of Annanias and his wife.* 


* acts, Chap. vy. 
39 
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WE the undersigned, by divine permission, and with the ay» 
probation of the Holy See, Arch-Bishop and Bishops of 
our respective Dioceses. 


To our beloved brethren, grace and peace from God our 
father, und from the Lord Jesus Christ. 


HIE many outrages committed against the person of 
our chief pastor Pius the 7th, the vicar of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, in the government of his church; and the invasion of 
‘the patrimony of the Holy See, have been long known to 
you, our beloved brethren, and excited in your breasts senti- 
iments of deep affliction, and indignation. The acts of ag- 
‘gression were not only unprevoked, but, to avert them, our 
holy father employed all means of forbearance, meckness, 
paternal admonition, charitable remonstrances, and even con- 
descension as far as his conscience and duty would allow him, 
thus evincing bis sincere desire to preserve peace, unity and 
true religion in the whole flock committed to his charge— 
But fruitless were his endeavours to restrain violence, and 
infuse principlesof justice. The work of eppression went on 
to its consummation, in defiance of all law, natural and di- 
vine. After suffering with that placid constancy, which 
only the Ged of fortitude could inspire, the most disrespect- 
ful and insulting treatment, and being stripped of the domi- 
nions, which had been held by his predecessors for more 
than a thousand vears, to the immense benefit of the chris- 
tian world, he was first made a prisoner within the walls of 
his own palace, and then, as was his immediate and holy pre- 
decessor of blessed memory Pius the 6th, forcibly dragged 
away from the chair of St. Peter, and the sacred ashes of the 
Apostles; he is detained in a foreign land, as a prisoner, and 
deharred from communicating to his pastoral care and solici- 
tude. ‘Thus has divine providence permitted him to drink of 
*hat eup, and share in those sufferinzs. of which the first of 
his predecessors, St. Peter, and many after him, had so large 
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» portion; to the end, that their constancy, in resisting the 
impiety ofthe enemies of Jesus Christ might be as conspicu- 
ous as their high rank in the church of God; and that their 
public testimony for the honour of his sacred person and re- 
ligion might confound, and leave without excuse the malevo- 
lence or ignorance of those men, who continue to calumniate 
the bishops of Rome, as corrupters of the faith and worship 
of God the Father, and his blessed Son, the Saviour of man- 
kind. for whose sake so many of them sacrificed their liberty 
and their lives. 

But, though the church is glorified by their meritorious 
suffering, it is not less the duty of all its members, during 
the oppression of our common Father, to offer up our fervent 
prayer for his deliverance from the power of his enemies, 
that he may freely and efficaciously exercise for the advan- 
tage of our souls, his important pastoral duties. When 
St. Peter, Prince of the Apostles, was cast into prison by the 
impious Herod, and loaded with chains, the primitive chris- 
tians regarded it as a common calamity, and prayer was 
madewithout ceasing, by the church, to God Jor him. Acts, 
ehap. 12, v. 5. Their prayers were graciously heard, and 
an angel of the Lord stood by him—and the chains fell off 
from his hands. v. 7. 

Encouraged by their example and success, let us beseech 
the Almighty Founder, Preserver and continual Protector of 
his church, to manifest his power in these our days as here- 
tofore, by delivering our chief pastor out of the hands of his 
enemies, and restoring peace and tranquillity, so that he and 
other pastors under him, may again every where and in all 
freedom minister to their respective flocks in all holy things. 
To render our prayers acceptable before God, they must pro- 
ceed from penitential hearts, deeply humiliated by a sense of 
their past transgressions, fully resolved te follow no more 
their sinful lusts, and disorderly affections, and filled with an 
assurance of obtaining merey and favour, through the me- 

rits ef our Saviour Jesus Christ. 




















808 CATHOLIC MANDATUM. 


Wherefore, on every Sunday and festival, either immedi- 
ately before mass or sermon, the respective pastors shall re- 
cite the 120th Psalm with prayers: and all Priests, at the 
daily celebration of mass, besides the proper collects, shall 
add that for the Pope, as in the missal—Deus omnium Fi 
delium pastor et rector, &c. These directions are to be ob- 
served till farther notice. 

May the grace of God, through Jesus Christ, and that 
peace, which the world cannot give, remain always with you. 

Baltimore, Nov. 15, 1840. 
JOHN, Arch-Bishop of Baltimore, 
MICHAEL, Bishop of Philadelphia, 
JOHN, Bishop of Boston, 
BENEDICT JOSEPH, Bishop of Bairds- 
Town. 


NOTE—On Sunday the 28th ult. public prayers were of- 
fered up in the Roman Catholic church in Quebee, for the 
deliverance of his holiness the Pope, from the captivity in 
which he is at present held by the French government. On 
this occasion a mandatum from the Bishop was also read, 
enjoining similar prayers in all the Roman churches 
throughout the diocese. 


REMARKS, 


It has been a striking characteristic of the church of 
Rome to stir up wars and contentions among nations, parti- 
eularly whenever the supremacy of the Pope is called in 
question. This factis too well established by history to ad- 
mit of any ecavilling on the subject. No frauds, no cruelties 
have appeared too enormous to check the ambitious strides of 


this church. Where it has full sway, protestants, or as they 


are denominated by the members of this holy mother church, 
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heretics, are considered no better than dogs, worthy of the 
utmost contumely, racks and tortures here, and after death to 
be given over to a vengeful God, to be tormented to all eter- 
nity. For what? for denying the infallibility of the Pope. 
To such a pitch have the priests of this religion instigated 
the fanaticism of ignorance, that the silent tomb has been 
outraged for victims, to glut the malice of its fell revenge.* 

Is this the way to promote peace and good will among 
men? Has it not excited the worst passions of the human 
heart, and converted the fair face of nature into scenes of 
horror and devastation? How has the simplicity and purity 
of the religion of Christ been perverted in the hands of pow- 
er! Christ declared that his kingdom was not of this world; 
but Popes, who pretend to be his disciples, claim it as theirs. 
Even the person called Saint Peter, soon after the death of 
his master, discovered an inordinate passion for unrighteous 
Jucre; and in the furtherance of his designs, two unfortunate 
victims fell a sacrifice. Poor Annanias and his wife, for at- 
tempting to save a little of their property from the grasp of 
this tyrant, were without remorse doomed to death. 

It is stated that they prevaricated with Peter respecting 
the price received for their lands, in consequence of which 
he charges them of having lyed to the Holy Ghost, and unto 
God. It was Peter, and not the Hely Ghost or Ged who in- 
terrogated them on this business; and therefore if they lyed at 
all, they lyed unto Peter. It is common for religious demo- 


* Jin American master of a vessel informed the writer, 
that having lost his mate at New-Orleans, while in possession 
of the Spaniards, his friends buried him privately in the com- 
mon burial-ground, and that some Catholic fanatics dug up, 
and mutilated the dead body, and afterwards left it exposed 
in the fields; because the last remains of a iieretic were deemed 
unworthy to moulder in the same enclosure with that of a true 
deliever. 
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gozues to impose their upsi dixit upon their ignorant follow- 
ers as the word of God, and to represent their enemies as 
God’s enemies. Thus these bishops in the above expose de- 
nominate those who oppose the power of the Pope, the enc~ 
mies of Jesus Christ. Among people of common understand- 
ing, this cant now excites only the smile of contempt. We 
have particularly noticed a prominent act of Peter, because 
he is represented as the original head of the Catholic church, 
and because it is from him that the Popes pretend to derive 
their authority, and to ground their conduct upon his 
example. We shall now proceed to make a few comments 
upon this awful manifesto. These bishops state, « that the 
present Pope, Pius the 7th, has been stripped of the domi- 
nions which had heen held by his predecessors for more than 
a thousand years, to the immense benefit of the christian 
world,” If wars, if massacres and assassinations, if the dun- 
geons and racks of the inquisition, if tyranising over the 
consciences of men, if extorting from the mouth of labour 
its hard earnings, to pamper Popes, their bishops, priests 
and nuns,* can be said to be beneficial to mankind, the bish- 
ops are correct in their declaration. But if these are real 
evils, their premises are false, and their attempts to impose 
them upon the world as truths, abominably wicked. «He 
was,”’ they say, * forcibly dragged away from the chair of 
St. Peter, and the sacred ashes of the apostles.” As to the 
chair of Peter, if he left one, and the ashes of the apostles, 
if they have been preserved, which is doubtful, we presume 
that Buonaparte would have no objection to send them after 
the Pope, should he request it. But it is not the old chair of 
Peter, nor these ashes, that the Pope and his bishops are so 
anxious about. ‘Their affections are placed upon power and 
dominion, earthly riches, which contribute to the gratifica- 
tion of sense, to entice the soul from the pursuit of spiritual 


* « To count their beads, to live in cloisters damp, 
To feast and pray, and trim the midnight lamp,’* 
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graces; and, as Buonaparte justly observes, to disqualify 
them for the performance of their pastoral duties.* 

As an incitement to prayer in the present case, the bish- 
ops tell us of what happened to the Prince of the Apostles, 
as they stile him, St. Peter, when under similar circum- 
stanees, with Pius the 7th. That, in consequence of the con- 
tinual prayers of the church, an angel appeared to him, and 
released him from prison. The book from which they ex- 
tract this account, states, that when the angel and Peter ar- 
rived at the iron gate that leadeth into the city, it opened to 
them of u1s own accord. ‘This is an extravagant story, and 
not confirmed by history; which is all we shall say about it. 
The circumstance however happened at a time when angels 
are said to have been more in the habit of interfering with 
the affairs of men, than at present; in fact, latterly it appears 
that they have left mankind to manage their own business 
in their own way, and, as it seems, much to their advantage. 
At any rate, we will venture to assert, that the prayeis of 
all the Catholic priests in Christendom, from this time till 
doomsday, will not induce a single angel to volunteer his ser- 
vices to reinstate the Pope, in tie possessions of his lands; 
and furthermore, that not one of these bishops expects it. 
Why then all this hypocrisy and cant? what purpose can it 
answer, but to excite the resentment of the papists of this 
country against a power with which the United States are in 
peace? This interference in the eause of the Pope, with which 
we have no concern, is extremely impertinent and reprehen- 


* « The Friars say they possess nothing; whose then are 
the lands they hold? not their superior’s, he vowed poverty as 
well as they. Whose then? To answer this, it was decreed 
they should say it was the Pope’s. And why must the Friars 
be more perfect than the Pope himself?” TABLE TALK. 
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gogues to impose their upsi divit upon their ignorant follow- 
ers.as the word of God, and to represent their enemies as 
God’s enemies. ‘Thus these bishops in the above expose de- 
nominate those who oppose the power of the Pope, the enc~’ 
mies of Jesus Christ. Among people of common understand- 
ing, this cant now excites only the smile of contempt. We 
have particularly noticed a prominent act of Peter, because 
he is represented as the original head of the Catholic church, 
and because it is from him that the Popes pretend to derive 
their authority, and to ground their conduct upon his 
example. We shall now proceed to make a few comments 
upon this awful manifesto. These bishops state, « that the 
present Pope, Pius the 7th, has been stripped of the domi- 
nions which had heen held by his predecessors for more than 
a thousand years, to the immense benefit of the christian 
world.” If wars, if massacres and assassinations, if the dun- 
geons and racks of the inquisition, if tyranising over the 
consciences of men, if extorting from the mouth of labour 
its hard earnings, to pamper Popes, their bishops, priests 
and nuns,* ean be said to be beneficial to mankind, the bish- 
ops are correct in their declaration. But if these are real 
evils, their premises are false, and their attempts to impose 
them upon the world as truths, abominably wicked. «Ic 
was,”’ they say, * forcibly dragged away from the chair of 
St. Peter, and the sacred ashes of the apostles.” As to the 
chair of Peter, if he left one, and the ashes of the apostles, 
if they have been preserved, which is doubtful, we presume 
that Buonaparte would have no objection to send them after 
the Pope, should he request it. But it is not the old chair of 
Peter, nor these ashes, that the Pope and his bishops are so 
anxious about. Their affections are placed upon power and 
dominion, earthly riches, which contribute to the gratifica- 
tion of sense, to entice the soul from the pursuit of spiritual 


* «6 To count their beads, to live in cloisters damp, 
To feast and pray, and trim the midnight lamp,’* 
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graces; and, as Buonaparte justly observes, to disqualify 
them for the performance of their pastoral duties.* 

As an incitement to prayer in the present case, the bish- 
ops tell us of what happened to the Prince of the Apostles, 
as they stile him, St. Peter, when under similar circum- 
stances, with Pius the 7th. That, in consequence of the con- 
tinual prayers of the church, an angel appeared to him, and 
released him from prison. The book from which they ex- 
tract this account, states, that when the angel and Peter ar- 
rived at the iron gate that leadeth into the city, it opened to 
them of u1s own accord. ‘This is an extravagant story, and 
not confirmed by history; which is all we shall say about it. 
The circumstance however happened at a time when angels 
are said to have been more in the habit of interfering with 
the affairs of men, than at present; in fact, latterly it appears 
that they have left mankind to manage their own business 
in their own way, and, as it seems, much to their advantage. 
At any rate, we will venture to assert, that the prayei« of 
all the Catholic priests in Christendom, from this time till 
doomsday, will not induce a single angel to volunteer his ser- 
vices to reinstate the Pope, in the possessions of his lands; 
and furthermore, that not one of these bishops expects it. 
Why then all this hypocrisy and cant? what purpose can it 
answer, but to excite the resentment of the papists of this 
country against a power with which the United States are in 
peace? This interference in the cause of the Pope, with which 
we have no concern, is extremely impertinent and reprehen- 


* « The Friars say they possess nothing; whose then are 
the lands they hold? not their superior’s, he vowed poverty as 
well as they. Whose then? To answer this, it was decreed 
they should say it was the Pope’s. And why must the Friars 
be more perfect than the Pope himself??? TABLE TALK. 
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sible.* How ridiculous to require these poor priests to re. 
cite every Sunday, the 120th Psalm, (which speaks of sharp 
arrows of the mighty with coals of Juniper) as a spell to 
frighten Buonaparte from his purpose; when it is well known 
that he sees through the cheat, and despises the threat? 
Why should they be obliged continually to pray to God to 
increase the store of a man, whose salary now amounts to 
the enormous sum of 536,666 dollars per annum? Whilst 
there are so many drafts on the Almighty by prayer, one 
would think it prudent for each individual to confine his pe- 
titions more to persenal benefits. ‘The Pope has no need of 
our prayers; his condition is infinitely superior to that of 
those who are here commanded to pray for him. Ifthe Ca- 
tholic religion be the only way to salvation, and the exist- 
ence of the Pope be necessary to its preservation, there can 
be no doubt but that the Supreme Being will have him in his 
holy keeping; and in his hands it is best to leave him. 

Ve eannot conclude without again reminding these bi- 
shops of Christ’s declaration, that his kingdom was not of 
this world; and furthermore. that he strictly enjoined upon 


his disciples, meekness, humility and resignation; and parti- 


eularly to submit to the ruling powers, denouncing the se- 
verest punishment to these who resist. In his time there 
‘were no Popes, Archbishops or Bisheps; and although men 
then generally had but one name, by which they were known, 
without any pedantie addition; fora man at this time to make 
his signature with one name, and su}join a pompous title, sa- 
vours a little of pride and ostentation. For instance, we are 
now told ofa John, Archbishop of is. limore. We suppose 
this means John Carroll. And this John, not content to con- 


* <6 Amsterdam admits of all religions but papists; and it 
is on this account the papists, wherecer they live, have another 
king at Rome; all other religions are subject to the present stale, 
and huve no prince elsewhere”? | SeLDEN’s Discourses. 
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fine himself to his own chureh, assumes the title of Arch- 
hishop of all Baltimore. Whata pattern of christian meek- 
ness and humility ! 


Vide alterem partem. 


We shall now present our readers with the decree of 
Buonaparte, dispossessing the Pope of his temporal power, 
with his reasons for so doing, and ieave them to judge of the 
propriety of the transaction. What may have been the sub- 
sequent conduct of the Pope, and how he has been disposed 
of in consequenee, we know not; for although he could 
preach patience and resignation to others, we presume he has 
proved rather restive under restraint himself. 





BUONAPARTE’S DECREE, 
Dispossessing the Pope of his Temporal Power. 


Rome, June 10th, 1809. 

This morning, at 10 o’clock, has been published, in the 
principal places, at the souiid lof the artillery of fort Sault- 
Ange, a decree of his majesty the emperor and king, whieh 
unites the States of the Pope to the French empire. This 
happy change has taken place with the.greatest tranquility, 
and the inhabitants of Rome have manifested great joy and 
alively acknowledgment of an event which puts an end to 
all the uncertainties of their political existence. This de- 
cree, dated from the imperial camp at Vienna, 47th May, 
1809, is conceived as follows : 

Napoteon, &e. 

Considering that when Charlemagne, emperor of the 
Freneh, and our august predecessor, presented the bishops of 
Rome with divers tracts of land (contrees,) they were grant- 
ed to them as feudal tenure, to secure the repose of his sub- 
jects, without Rome having ceased on that account to make 


a part of his empire: 
4D 
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Considering that since that period the union of the two 
powers, spiritual and temporal, having been, as it still is at 
ihis present day, the source of continual discords; that the 
Pope having but too often made use of the influence of the 
one, to support the pretensions of the other; and that in con- 
sequence of it, the spiritual affairs, which, by their nature 
are immutable, are confounded with the temporal, which 
ehange according te circumstances and the policy of the 
times: 

Considering, lastly, that every thing we have proposed to 
eonenliate the safety of our armies, the tranquility and wel- 
fare of our people, the dignity and integrity of our empire 
with the temporal pretensions of the Popes, has been pro- 
posed in vain: 

We have deereed, and do decree as follows: 

Art. 1. The States of the Pope are re-united to the 
¥rench empire. 

2. 'The eity of Rome, the first christian see, and so eele- 
brated by recollections which she enforces on the mind,-and 
the monuments she preseryes, is declared an imperial and 
free city. Its government and administration shall be regu- 
lated by a special decree. 

3. Themonuments of Roman greatness shall be preserved 
and kept up at the expence of our treasury. 

4. The public debt is declared a debt of the empire. 

5. The present tncome of the Pope shall be extended to 
iwo millions of francs, free from all charges and tenure.* 

6. The properties and palace of the Pope shall be sub- 
jected to no impost, jurisdiction, or visit, and shall besides 
enjoy special immunities. 

7. An extraerdinary consultum shall on the first of June 
next, take possession, in our name, of the States of the Pope, 
and make the necessary arrangements so that the constitu- 
tional government be in vigor on the first of January, 1810. 

(Signed) | NAPOLEON. 

* $36,666 Dollars. 
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On the same day the extraordinary consultum, instituted 
by the preceding deeree, addressed the following proelama- 
. tion to the city and Roman states. 


ROMANS, 


The will of the greatest hero unites you to the great em: 
pire. It was just that the first people on earth should share 
the advantage of its laws and the honour of its name, with 
those who in former times preceded it in the path of glory. 
When your ancestors conquered the world, such’ were the 
eounsels of their generosity, and the results of their glory. 

The love of your prosperity has alone dictated the deeree 
of your union. ‘The moment chosen for its accomplishment, 
unfolds to you the motives that inspired it. You become a 
part of the Freneh empire ata time when every sacrifice re- 
quired for establishing it is perfected; you are called to the 
triumph, without having partaken in the dangers. : 

Throw a glance over the annals of your history; for a long 
time they contain nothing but the revivals of your misfor- 
tunes. 

Your’ natural weakness rendered you the easy conquest 
of any warrior intent to cross the Alps. 

United to France, her strength becomes yours. All the 
evils. which resulted from your weakness have ceased. 

Unhappy as a nation, you were not less so as eitizens. 
The wretchedness and unwholesomeness which existed in your 
cities and country, have fora long time back proved.to Eu- 
rope and to yourselves, that your sovereigns, divided between 
cares too opposite, found themselves unable to procure you 
that felicity you are about to obtain. 

Romans! not conquered, but united; fellow citizens and 
not enslaved, not only our strength becomes yours, but our 
laws will insure you repose, as they: have insured ours, 

Whilst by this union you reap every blessing you were in 
need of, you lose none of those you possessed. 

Rome continues to.be the see of the visible head of the 
church; and the yatican, richly endowed, and secure from 
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every foreign influence, as well as above all vain tevrestriaf 
eonsiderations, will exhibit religion to the universe more pure, 
and surrounded with more splendour. 

Other eases will preserve, in your monuments, the in- 
heritance of your ancient glory; and the acts, the offspring 
of genius, encouraged by a great man, enriched with all the 
examples and models, shall no longer be constrained to seek 
elsewhere either the opportunity or the reward of their di- 
vine inspirations. 

Such, Romans, is the future prospect that opens before 
you, and of which the extraordinary consultum is charged to 
prepare the foundation. 

To guarantee your national debt, enliven your agriculture 


. andarts, improve in €very respect your present destiny; in 


shert to prevent and dispel the tears which the reform of 
abuses has at many times caused to be shed; such are the or- 
ders, such is the intention of our august sovereign. 

Romans! by seconding our efforts, you may render to 
yourselves more prompt, and to us more easy, the salutary 
effeets of the task we are charged with for your welfare, 
which we have much at heart, 

Rome, June 10, 1809. 


(Signed) SALICETTI, JANET. 
The Count Miollis, Governor General, 
| President. 
Yor the Consultum. C. DE BALDE. 


(Gazxelta Romana) 


TURKISH IMPERIAL PROCLAMATION. 


‘The followlie Proclamation will shew that religious 
eanting is not confined to Catholie bishops, nor Connecticut 
governors. The Grand Sultan is a proficient in this kind of 
hoaxing; he can talk about the holy will of God, unbeliecers, 
and enemies to faith, as confidently as any of them. 
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Thus is the supreme architect of the worid bandied about 
by hypocrites and tyrants; and thus will imposture and fraud 
continue to insult and triumph ever the common sense of 
mankind, till reason shall assume a bold, a commanding tone; 
till religion shall be placed upon its only true and legitimate 
basis, moral virtue. 

We doubt very much that the-Supreme Being ever inter- 
feres in the murdersome wars which mankind are so weak 
and wicked as to wage against each other. If he did, we 
must believe he would in this instance, join the crescent 
against the cross; for the war on the part of the christian em- 
peror appears to us to have been commenced without the 
smallest justifiable pretext.* Mussulmen are prohibited by 
the Korun from undertaking a war of aggression, and permit- 
ted to fight only in self defence. « Fight for the religion of 
God against those who fight against you, but transgress not 
by attacking them first, for God loveth not the transgres- 
sors.’ Korun, vol. 4, p. 34. 

The Jewish scriptures teach a doctrine somewhat differ- 
ent, viz: to exterminate all the enemies of God, that is, all 
who are not Jews. And christians, by adopt'ag these serip- 
tures as the word of Ged, have been induced teo much to 
follow the examples therein set forth. 


PROCLAMATION 
Issued by the Grand Sultan, at Pera, Juty 19, 1840. 


‘‘To my first chief of the Belief, the high Pontiff of the 
mortals (Mufti.) to my brave Caimacian Pacha, my eminent 


* The most modest and prudent method of supplicating the 
Deity in war, appears to us to be according tothe manner of a 
Seotch general, who on the eve of a battle, made the following 
address. « Blessed Laird, thou kenest fw’ weell, that though 
ze are sinners, our enemics are na saints, therefore if thou 
be na for us, be na against us ; but stand thou at a distance, 
and let the arm of jlestt decide.”’ 
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ministers, my worthy teachers and professors of theology, 
explainers of the Koran, and of tradition, my Imaus, the 
great of my court, my seven military corps, all Agas (Com- 
manders) officers and soldiers, my servants, &c. 

«‘ After my imperial greeting, it is necessary to infornt 
you, that treacherous Muscovites, these enemies to faith, 
continue in their resolution, to bring their devices, which 
their depraved souls have invented, more in execution. ‘They 
have invested imperial cities and fortresses with war, and 
further overrun the territory of the true believers. They are 
not satisfied with putting Mahomet’s adherants, without dis- 
1inction of age and sex, in chains, wherever they come, and 
io drive many of our plundered brethren naked from their 
homes to seek a shelter in the wilderness, where nothing but 
shame, poverty, and misery follow them; but these Musco- 
vites offer such cruel and unacceptable proposals, that it is 
impossible to perceive any desire of an approach in them, 
hut on the contrary, the forerunners of their destructive de- 
signs are legible in every line, besides a seeming challenge 
to an everlasting war. I for my part embrace, instead o? 
enduring so great a shame, with a stand, and with an un- 
hounded confidence, as the anchor of our hope and our wel- 
fare, the two following sentences of the Koran: 

«* God has in this moment left you for a while, because 
he.knew you were weak; but if you can only count an hun- 
dred brave and courageous men among you, then you will 
with the help of God, beat two hundred enemies.”’ In ano- 
iher part says God to the prophet, «* Assemble the true be- 
lievers for battle round about you, if there are twenty firm 
and brave men, they will conquer two hundred, and if there 
are an hundred, they will beat a thousand.”’ 

‘«‘T intreat the assistance of the most high: I pray for the 
spiritual influence of the prophet; I hasten to the field of vie- 
tory, ready to head in person the yan guard of the Mussel- 
men. 
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ae As soon as this my resolution will be known, prepare 
for, this imperial campaign, and assist me to order every 
thing. | 

«6 T have only to add, that as Iam marching against the 
enemy, it is not my aim to attribute the fruits of our victo- 
ries to myself. The only aim of my ambition is to let the 
faith of Mahomet triumph, to frustrate the devices of our 
enemies, and if possible to contribute to the fulfilling of his 
holy will, Though my commands that publish my imperial 
campaign, have been made known throughout my extensive 
dominions, yet notwithstanding it must be received by a Ca- 
lif with the present proclamation; it is to be forwarded from 
one end to the other of my empire. 

‘«‘Every Naib, whose inhabitants of towns and villages 
will not immediately mareh, is to be suspended, and their 
clergyman to lose his place. | 

‘s Without losing our precious time with unnecessary dis- 
eussion, with idle wishes, and with insignificant arguments 
by comparing the present with the past, it will be more eli- 
gible to be anxious of amassing ammunition and other ne- 
eessary articles, and endeavour to be contented with such 
provisions which the time and circumstances can afford, and 
trust to the Almighty for victory. 

‘«¢ With the purity of our designs, and only trusting to the 
assistance of Almighty God, let us rush to the field of bat- 
tle against the unbelievers! In one word, in all our regula- 
tions and proceedings, the quickest despatch is absolutely 
necessary. 

May Divine Providence grant the victory to his good ser- 
vants, and cover our enemies with shame and eonfusien. 
Oh! that this may happen! The glorious issue depends 
upon God! From him comes all success. Victory is at hand.’’ 


° 
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PROCLAMATION OF A MAHOMEDAN FAKIR. 


The following Prociamation published in the Oriental 
Star, at Calcutta, is as consonant with common sense as the 
preceding proclamations of the Bishops and the Grand Sul- 
tan; and has exemplified in its effeets, the pernicious ten- 
dency of fostering superstition in any country. As long as 
mankind submit to be governed by superstition and fanati- 
cism, so loag will the world be embroiled by their wily and 
deceitful frauds, 

«To all counsellors and the Hakim of Surat, be if 
known, that the Emaumul Deen of the end of the world, oy 
Emaum Meeden, has now published himself, and the name 
oi this Durveish is Ahmud; and that in the Hindevie they 
eallhim Rajah Nukluk. Be it further known to you, that 
if the Eslaum [the Mahomedan faith] is accepted, it is better, 
otherwise empty the town, or on the contrary you may pre- 
pare for battle. This Fakir is new come down from the 
fourth sky, with four bedies; combining Adam (on whom be 
peace) Esszh the son of Marium, (Jesus, the son ef Mary | 
and Ahmud (en whom be peace) and they have all four come 
upon one place; they have no guns nor muskets with them, 
but a stick and a handkerchief are with me—be yourself pre- 
pared. Dated 41th Zilhij.” corresponding with the 417th 
January, 1810. 

The disturbances raised by this fellow caused the loss of 
several hundred lives, and many towns were burnt before the 
insurrection could be quelled. 





During a late overfiow of the Ganges, near Hudwar, 
three Fakirs, who came for the purpese of performing their 
ablutions, were washed away and drowned—a circumstance 
considered by their brethren as an especial mark of divine 
favour, and celebrated accordingly. 


